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LCONMER STORYY HATYLEY W ESTENRA

Just

at her

Aged 10 she was busking down under
in Christchurch, now shes singing for
the Queen, is a bestselling artist and
UNICELs youngest ever ambassador;
[Hayley Westenra has come a long way

wiords by Warwick Thompson photoganhs by Alan Strutt

i 21

r——-



et we oot 10 put i veies of haed gradt o be an
overiighn success, so they sav. And ic's pever been truer than in the
case of 1 Tyear-old New Lealand soprano Flayley Wesienrn, When her
dise Prere quickly shifted 00000 copies on s release (0 since sold
ower PN in the UK, becomning the bestselling debut alboom in the
history al the clissical chars, beating Charloue Church, Bussell Watson
anel Andrea Bocelli hands diown) i seemmed as i she had 4'1;'|'|'|nr||'11 e
the seene with sudden, blinding beilliance from nothing — a sort of
clissical Big Bang, Bt when T meet dos chaoy, animared and friendly
teenager in her Covent Garden [t o soon becornes elear thint she's
anviliing b unprepared for her success. She’s alveady oostar in e
hesnelanel, with mwo hf‘hl_h:‘“'ﬂ':_t_f albmims 1o her credie She's been
singing, dancing aned poting in her home country since she was six, and
hewang piano, violio and balley lessons for even Tonger, Aad just in case
v think she's another one of those untrained vocal miracles which
pops up from e w tme, it's worth konowing that she's been siadving
singing wirh Dame Malvina Major = New Zealand’s ‘other’ grem
gonged international operatic soprine = for the last wo vears as well
When arrive at her flan, 1 e ics o minefield of open siitcses,
clothes, hair products, dises and paperwork. Havley and her mother
live here when they're tn Londaon, bor it feels ke they haven't had
mach chiance to settle in: and as it morns oo, that's exactly the cise
Hayley's m the middle of o punishing UK promotonnd wur, and hos
hewn whizeing up and dossi thie conmiry, accepting more and more
mis and more opporiaaites i walk aboont her albom = lerdly the kil
of homelsuly lifestvle conducive o nese-bailding, And after a fow
midnments’ chattng, it's el she's already o peoan the whele wourning
vt she's trravelled o Australin, Hoog Kong, Malavsia, Singapore,
Liis Angeles and New York (managing 1o sguecze in her Carnegie Hall

Those other singing prodigies
Three contenders past and present for the top-spot
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ERNEST LOUGH
{1911-2000)

Lowgh's voico wen him
B meputalion s The
st famous chodrbdy
i the world'. His
recording of O for the
Wings of a Dowe, made
in 18927 whan he was
16, bacame ENI's first
million-s=lling clesscal
single in 1962, After
his voce broka, ha
cantinued o smg as a
baritone with the
Temple Chosr in London
amost urill hes death

CHARLOTTE CHURCH
(B.1988)

& real phengmenan
who has already sold
made than 10 rmallipn
nlbums. She won her
first contract after an
appearance on a local
TV mlent show and cut
ner first disc af 13.
Thisne was a very public
out-of-court settiermant
wilh her ex-rnanager in
2000, and squabbles
with her paremts. Can
sfur @0t back on
course? Time will tell,

BECKY TAYLODR
(B.19848)

The most senous
British cantender for
Church’s crown, Becky
Was appeanng in Les
Misérables in London's
West End when she
Was |ust seven, stamng
in The Secrel Garden sl
10 and signed an
exclushve recording deal
with EMI at 12, Shie's
still m Charotie’s
snindow - bt with
Church's recent
troubles, who knows?
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debur while she was there), And in the
midedle of it all, she casually mentions
that she's stodving for her British GESEs, 1o,
How on earth does she dio e Yo bave 1o be
very lovusel,” she admits, *T abwavs try wo put
iy voee st T cam’t st ot lte beciuse of
the effect it mbght have on how | sing, anid 1
trustny et diry proshicts = even though |
wned 1 =tall howe v make sure
there’s alwsivs time for study on my sohecdule,
Bt T Ggure Uyve been given this amazing
orpportirry and 1 oreally wiet to doomy best,

It seems like the sacrifices are paying ofi
\fer her recent showstopping appeanine
st o i with Jose Carreras and Brvn
Lertel at the Faenal Festival in Wales, the
':l.l.l!llhl!l WeEdi o ||Ir||||illl.|'|l1|'|'1 le=r i her
besuful volce, Her guest moments with
Basse |l Wiatson and Aled Jones have
repeatedly gone down astormm, And she's
voungest ever wmbassacdor o UNICEF. N
Faaed fowr the gard from Christehareh, a et ol
st A0 00 people and “an the botom of the
enrth and miles wway from anvwhere”, as e
Bather onice suid

Fow the first few vears of her Antipodean
Ay, Hllllllld'l 5 |'|.|r|'|!'|~| :I"l.ltll .,I.lIIII‘]”
muanaged her career themselves, and dey
have only recently appoinmed Steve Alilso
B Tver meer. Why the waits “We read so
many horror stories,” expladns Jill, “that we
resallv wanntedl toowalt witil we were sure we
hiaael fomid the vight person to be her mamage:
As soom as Haviey begain o be Gomous we il
pleniy of offers, bt aur mmstincts wold s
wall for the hest person.” So Gerald pulled
back oo his ',_:l"lr'l-l.lrllu]l_l’ hirsiniess apel F||[
i by teai hing work on haold o concenmite
o Joaking after thetr daonghres

Nindd 0L Seedns as rhllll'\-_‘:h theeir cantion has
hornoe broue. Wha with all the suelden
exposire and medis aiention, | eonfess |
wonledn 't hive been wally surprised o find
thir Hagley bael o monstrous diva-size ego o
maateh her diva-stee talest, Bt thit's eertainly
nod the mpression she gives, She's sell-

lowe chincolate

T
W Hiyley has perfoct
piteh - it i discovered
t the age of dix by o
schoaltaacher when shi

Appaared i a Chistmas
schoal play

B 5ha's the bestesiing
Incal artisg of all tme in
Mo Zaaland, Hor debut
Al for Universal NZ
wend strught to Mo 1 in
1he Kiwi pap chisits

= By the age of 11
she'd sppoared i over

W Hayisy parlormied
thram tamas for tha
Quaen in thres wesks
and piso sang at o
prrate dinee to s loome
Presudam Bush to the UK

W Hed singmyp of Youw
Newvod Wialk Mope ol the
Celtic v Bayem Mimich
Champinns Laagus pams
ottrstted o ol af
aftendion n Gammony; s
A rosult the Germans
denided to mdapt tha
SO WS (sl B

W Haydey has just
periormad the ard tities
oo Mutisr 2 for Disney
anad will b th inad
AnEEl in i v Disney
hleckinmict in 2004

B She has strong Celtic
rodls - her greal grand-
mamnts cams from Wiles
and Scotiand and her

grandmattes from redand

cotlident withonn herng |11|.hh1._u'||1:||||i_~.|j| withount heing Pollvanmnas
h, and seems remarkably well-grounded for a teenager in such an

extraordimary situation

C course o she's o survive i this notormously lokle business, shie
needs to be — ax even o cursory glance ol some ol le prreelecessors

showes, Charlote Church may have started off s e v
Bt she's mmore likely 1o be in the news these days for et
relanonship problems and lidgaton than for anviling aongelic. And if

angel

ol an

the diet pills spilling out of Britney Spears’s hag are anviling o go
bw, the mappings of tween Gane secm i have taken ther wll in thin
epptarter, too, Hawvley's response to these mles of adolescent woe is
revealing amd marare: “Ar the end of the dav s the msic that

meinis the most, | want (o keep working on my voice -
thinig, as opposed to image and all the rest. But | know s easy 1o gl

cavght wp in i all”

thiat's the ke

-
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| cant stay out late
because of the effect it
might have on how |
sing, but I figure ['ve
been given this amazing
opportunity and | really

want to do my best



COVERESTORGaptll Y LEY WESTENRA

I azk her if she's faced much
pressure (o aress i@ ceruun way = il
her management or record company
has tried 1w make her look sexsy, [o
examples "No, not at all. T dress ina
way which 1 feel honestly reflects who
| i, '~|'-l' savs, L .:lll:l- dlow m=1=eat I|'.
quite casoal = just jeans and nice
pesps, When [ Arst came 1o London, |
felt like a complete country
bumpkin!” But there must surely be o
whamorous frock For those special
performances:? "1 wear dire A thi
designer Jenny Packham. They're
SITHGEY Tasl fin |||"'l||'.l'|'l|'. MICely
fitted. ot too old for me, bat they
fon’t make me look frilly and voung
cither. It's just right for me.” Jill then
revesds that they had a stroke of luck
Someone who ased oo work ar
Havlev's record o sy dicl the
prometon for Jenny Packham's
fashion show, and put us in twouach
Havley wore a Packham dress 1o the
show, and then Jenny offered 1w lend
Hiawlev dresses for her conceris
The more | milk o Havley, the
nore [ learn thar lucky breaks seem

follow her around like Lpdogs
Take the case of her singing teacher,
Daarme Mabvina Major, for exampl
anvme Malvina, whio still o |-||-|;_|||'.
appeears atl Covent Garden, is one of
Mew Zealand’s greatest opertic surs
and even shared a singinge teaches
with her conten porary Kirk Te
Ramawi, “From the age of nine, [ was
lesperate to have o masterclass with
Daime Malving,” savs Havley, “but th
VOILELLl ||||'

thomeerlst | wosildd get o chance at

e bl and iy school conldn’
irrange it | kept missing ont, And
then | sang at a concert in Aockbon

onvducted by her puoner, andd T
kel if Malvina had beare me sing. |
el she hodn't. and he iold gie to
rinke hiirn s soon s we ot back o
Chnstchurch.” "We went straight 1o
the phone fromm the front door
ungzhis Jilll “So T got to sing for e
contnues Havley, “andd a few davs lates
she ollered me lessons

Howw hawve lessoms helped bes

’

Shie's mmpreved iy weh e, B lgeeel

she"s shown me how 1o relax my jaw
keep thie tension down, But the best

thing abit her i that she doesn

. . 5 loree e iImbo cerimy repeErimr shie really secms anxiowus o help e
Dame Malvinas shown me how to B0 iy onl S Shie Rttt ol pertn of i
i ] |-!|||I'.' (L] ||'|-I--'-'||--.!- 'III|[.: :"'-_.-I:IIEII 'I|I||-_-.||ll||:

lowcky breaks s that thiey onost ofte 1 e o people who sire prepared (o

el my jaw; keep the 1ension doWn.  He e e e e
i she beman busking when she was 10, By 12 she had saved up

. . ’ NEASTHD (alnn £250), which sl sprent cdi firing g recording studio (o
But the best thing about heris that she  jmieadews. When demand grem foe bor i, 2 Sy fend lomee

Liniversal Musae N5 haal sivmedd Tuer up without even secing her, e

Ll‘- ]L”"'I] l 1'- ”1.“3 ]]1U il-”.'. ) L‘{,‘ﬂ.’]i I‘I ]FLLIIH’{..l-“ I]I I‘L'. tlesal bs o worth E5%m, Te all sounds as i s firy godmother had waved
Lweaniecl, Bt then how many othier 12vear-old Cinderells would b

e ginmprtion and dorve o make thear own demos press TTHHE copies
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Hayley talks us through the
tracks on her bestselling album

13 Mine
T Dark Wall Thus u i TACH 5y
Tt realy baautful, mystica wilh o
| Lt @ I L] 1L
melog 1 T
il strike deals with recording agencies, T wonders Aol i seems Lk

the magic spell is going v Lase (U a bt longer. Havies s alreads
thinking what she oughi like 1o Pt o o second album, and walking
ahavint writhing her own songs. She has numerons pppearances aned
gt lormunees bowked il
the crack ol doorm., And vet
shie's stll pot ald enough o
virle. | suspect that when she
periorms the Hione, “We
the lucky ones” i S
Davk Waltz on her album

shiee knows wha shie's

talking absout. W

For all Hayley's ladest e ser
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